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The Executive Committee of the Association 
for International Conciliation wish to arouse the 
interest of the American people in the progress of 
the movement for promoting international peace 
and relations of comity and good fellowship 
between nations. To this end they print and 
circulate documents giving information as to the 
progress of these movements, in order that indi- 
vidual citizens, the newspaper press, and organi- 
zations of various kinds may have readily available 
accurate information on these subjects. A list of 
publications will be found on page 15. 


William C. Deming was born in Kentucky and 
is in the forty-second year of his age. He is a 
graduate of Allegheny College. Later he studied 
law and was admitted to the bar in 1892, but 
gave up the practice of that profession in 1894 to 
accept the editorship of The Warren (Ohio) Tribune. 
He is now editor of The Wyoming Tribune, and a 
contributor to The Independent. In addition to 
his literary work Mr. Deming is a successful 
business man. 
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THE OPPORTUNITY AND DUTY OF 
THE PRESS IN RELATION TO 
WORLD PEACE 


*"Twere less toil 
To build Colossus than to hew a hill 
Into a statue.—Ferstus. 


Paraphrasing this strong figure, it will prove a much 
easier task for the Press of the world to create a senti- 
ment for peace than for Governments, hampered by 
centuries of indulgence in legalized barbarism, to de- 
stroy the desire for war. 

Countless methods of arousing public opinion and 
wielding it in concrete form against an evil or op- 
pression suggest themselves to the publishers of to- 
day. When the managing editor of a metropolitan 
newspaper finds that the babies of a city are stricken 
and dying because of adulterated milk ; when the poor 
of the tenement districts are languishing in midsum- 
mer because they cannot buy ice; when the people 
generally are being robbed by a gas monopoly or other 
public utility, there is no confusion, hesitation or delay. 
A few good reporters are summoned, the camera bri- 
gade is called into action, the best cartoonists are as- 
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signed, the crack headliners are selected, and in scream- 
ing type the story is told, emphasized, and amplified 
from day to day, until the people, aroused by self- 
interest, passion, or sympathy, correct the evil or 
furnish quick relief. 

The magazines have long since learned the power 
of appeal when a cause is just. For years writers 
like Charles Edward Russell, Lincoln Steffens, Judson 
C. Welliver, Ida M. Tarbell, Rheta Childe Dorr and 
Jane Addams have supplied articles “ with a punch” 
which have taken precedence over the mere literary 


contributions which predominated ten years ago. 


THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR, 


We have only to hark back to the spring of 1898 
to recall the masterful influence of the Press in arous- 
ing a peaceful nation to war against Spain. Without 
the sanction, or more correctly speaking, without the 
active partisan efforts of the newspapers of that period, 
the war against Spain would never have been declared. 
There was probably no issue at stake, no demand 
America might have made upon Spain, even unto in- 
demnity for the loss of the Maine, that could not have 
been settled by arbitration. Granted that the destruc- 
tion of the Maine and the consequent loss of human 
life were directly traceable to the machinations of the 
Spanish Government, in the light of common sense 
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and human reason, what kind of vengeance or satis- 
faction was there in entering upon a war, which in 
all of its ramifications has cost more than $1,000,000,- 
ooo and the loss of 20,000 lives? And yet we call our- 
selves a highly civilized, sagacious and Christian 
people. 

At the Nineteenth Universal Peace Congress, Dr. 
Edoardo Giretti gave utterance to the statement that 
the Turko-Italian war was first and foremost the fatal 
result of the system of journalism which prevailed 
throughout the world, a system whose only object was 
the excitement of the passions of the crowd. “ Our 
particular duty,” he said, “is more and more to make 
war upon war by organizing a great agency which 
would be honest and truth-loving, an agency of truth 
for the furtherance of peace and justice.” 

An agency, a world-wide instrumentality as the Press 
is, which is able to provoke an unnecessary war cer- 
tainly is potent enough to prevent one. Acting in 
unison, with high and patriotic purpose, the newspa- 
pers and magazines, by systematic and persistent effort, 
can place the United States in the vanguard of na- 
tions ready, anxious and willing to discard the bar- 
barisms of war. They can create a sentiment within 
twelve months which will force Congress to invite 
every civilized nation on the globe to become an irrev- 
ocable party to an international court that will settle 
every difference which can possibly arise between na- 
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tions, including all questions of honor, and thereby 
reduce the armaments of the world to a mere police 
footing. 


POWER OF THE PRESS. 


There are in the United States to-day more than 
20,000 newspapers and periodicals, not including the 
monthly magazines. Allowing for each periodical an 
average of 1,000 subscribers, 20,000,000 of people are 
thereby reached and influenced in their opinions. 
Granting that each copy influences, directly or in- 
directly, an average of three people, we thus have 60,- 
000,000 citizens, or two thirds of our entire popula- 
tion, gathering their news and shaping their views 
upon public questions from this single source. The 
Press of the nation has not only a great positive duty 
in the premises, but its failure or neglect to seize the 
opportunity is nothing less than criminal. 

As I ponder over this question and weigh the hor- 
rors and wages of war, as I recall the distress and 
devastation of every armed conflict, and recount the 
untold millions of men in the past who have been 
called from the farm, the factory and the store, from 
the office and the mill, from the public places in the 
city, and the byways of the country, to offer their lives 
in satisfying some unholy ambition, a war of pure con- 
quest or a struggle arising out of commercial rivalry, 
I confess that I do not understand why the masses 
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who have so little to gain, and so much to lose, have 
not long since risen and destroyed the world’s greatest 


evil. 


THE WASTE OF WAR. 


A well-known writer has said: 


“ Give me the money that has been spent in war 
and I will purchase every foot of land upon the globe. 
I will clothe every man, woman and child in an attire 
of which kings and queens will be proud; I will build 
a schoolhouse on every hillside, and in every valley 
over the whole earth ; I will build an academy in every 
town and endow it; a college in every state, and will 
fill it with able professors ; I will crown every hill with 
a place of worship, consecrated to the gospel of peace; 
I will support in every pulpit an able teacher of right- 
eousness, so that on every Sabbath the chimes on 
every hill will answer the chimes on another around 
the world.” 


Yet, we of America, God’s greatest gift to Chris- 
tianity and civilization, bound and chained to crass 
principles, precedents, and limitations, slaves to the 
same prejudices and passions which influenced Alex- 
ander, Cesar and Napoleon; children of the same 
tendencies that devastated England in internecine war ; 
moral and mental pigmies of the same caliber which 
demoralized church and state of continental Europe 
in medieval times, go right on creating standing armies 
and building monster battleships in order that the 
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American steel plants, gunmakers and bankers may 





find an outlet in every land. 


SAE ERR ae 


An Austrian socialist said in England: 


“Insert a peace-promoting industry as profitable as 
the industry of preparation for war and your peace 
propaganda will conquer the world.” 


1S Na aT 


FORCE NOT ALWAYS EFFECTIVE, 
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In this day and age there is not a merchant ship 
that crosses the sea, nor an idle dollar in the strong- 
box of the nation, an ambitious adventurer seeking 
new worlds to conquer, that could not accomplish all 
and more under a system of universal peace, created, 
sanctioned and maintained by the powers of the earth. 

It is the veriest of human fallacy and the acme of 
political frailty to longer contend that war between 
civilized nations is essential to national perpetuity. 
Just as there is a higher law than the Constitution, so 
there is a greater force than armies, navies and ma- 
chine guns. It is the force of individual physical dis- 
cipline commingled with the force of mind. This was 
demonstrated in a recent war. 

Russia as a nation is centuries older than Japan; 
she was building mosques and temples for the Greek 
Church when Japan was worshiping the sun and 
closing her ports to the civilized world. Russia has a 
greater population by 90,000,000 than Japan, yet there 
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are in Japan 200,000 more children attending school 
than in the whole empire of Russia. The victory of 
the little brown man was the triumph of the spelling 
book over illiteracy, the efficacy of mathematical pre- 
cision over blind force. 


THE SPELLING BOOK BEHIND THE GUN. 


If the spelling book behind the gun could defeat 
the arms of all the Russians, the Press of the Ameri- 
can nation behind the problem of peace can solve it 
to the everlasting glory of mankind. The march of 
destiny is not accomplished or altered by pessimism 
or fear. It moves majestically forward through all 
the ages, lifting heathen lands into the sunlight of civ- 
ilization ; substituting Christian religion for pagan wor- 
ship; setting up missions and schools in the jungle, 
and gathering in the heathen children from their play- 
ground with the ape; pushing the steel rails of com- 
merce across Siberia; stringing telegraph wires over 
the snow-capped peaks of Alaska; connecting the 
Mediterranean and the Red Sea by a great waterway; 
severing the American continent in twain at Panama, 
until we may well exclaim: “What hath God 
wrought!” These are victories of peace. 

The total annual military expenditures of the world 
approximate $2,250,000,000. This is enough money to 
send 4,500,000 boys to college one year, or 1,000,000 
to college through a four years’ course. This an- 
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nual budget for carrying on war is sufficient to pay 
all the expenses of all the boys and girls who have 
graduated in all the colleges of the world since time 
began. It would support all the working people in 
New York, Philadelphia and Cleveland for one year. 
Eliminate war and convert the tribute it pays in men 
and money to the arts and crafts of peace and all 
that has been accomplished in the last century will be 
doubled in the twenty years to come. 


A FEAST OF VULTURES. 


It is estimated that the entire imperial revenue of Ger- 
many for 1912 was $461,800,000. Of this vast sum 
$418,000,000, or nine-tenths, will be expended in mili- 
tarism, navyism, and colonial politics, and the army and 
navy are to be still further increased. And yet there isa 
German: proverb that a great war leaves a country with 
three armies—an army of cripples, an army of mourn- 
ers and an army of thieves. By a resort to arms 
Christian men and women become particeps criminis 
to this “ feast of vultures and waste of life.” 

In urging the Anglo-American and French treaties, 
President Taft said: 


“Personally I do not see any reason why matters 
of national honor should not be referred to courts of 
arbitration, as matters of private or national property 
are. 

“If we can bring other nations to abide by the ad- 
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judication of international arbitration courts in every 
issue which cannot be settled by negotiations, we shall 
have made a long step forward in demonstrating that 
it is possible for two nations at least to establish be- 
tween them the same system which, through the proc- 
ess of law, has existed between individuals under 


government.” 


PRESIDENT TAFT IS RIGHT. 


Thus in a few simple words, which have been in- 
dorsed by Sir Edward Grey in the British House of 
Commons, the Chief Executive of the world’s lead- 
ing nation, a country which has never lost a war, has 
swept aside every obstacle, real or imaginary, national 
or international, to the creation of a tribunal which 
shall have absolute and final jurisdiction over all dif- 
ferences between civilized countries. 

Learned lawyers of the United States Senate may 
quibble over Senate prerogative as to the treaty-mak- 
ing power ; jingo statesmen and capitalistic newspapers 
may create bogie questions of honor over which to 
throw nations into the horrors of war, but the simple 
fact remains that the powers of earth can proclaim 
and establish a permanent peace, and it is the duty of 
the Press of the world to see that they do it. 

For more than thirty years the United States has ex- 
pended for the creation and maintenance of armies and 
navies, for pensions and interest upon war debts, 70 
per cent of its federal revenues, while only 30 per cent 
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has been used for the administration and maintenance 
of civil affairs. 

These figures are the severest indictment of our 
national intelligence, and yet it is within the power of 
the Press to say to Congress, Thus far and no farther 
shalt thou go. 

The ability to settle personal and private differ- 
ences over rights of property without a resort to phys- 
ical force is one of the achievements of medieval and 
modern civilization, and it has been reached largely 
through the evolution of Roman and common law. 
The contending parties having exhausted all other 
means, resort to courts of law, whose final judgments 
are accepted. Were it otherwise we should live in 
constant turmoil and society would soon resolve itself 
into chaos. 


REASON WILL FINALLY PREVAIL. 


Governments and civilization proceed upon the 
theory that the failures of justice are the exception, 
not the rule, and that in the grand total of judicial 
awards the things which are Czsar’s will be rendered 
unto Cesar and that every man will get what is due 
him either in punishment or reward. 

Nations have not made so much progress in adjust- 
ing their contentions, though the court of arbitration 
has been conceived, partially established, and in a lim- 
ited way applied. In time, however, a great interna- 
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tional tribunal will pass upon the differences of Gov- 
ernments just as courts of law sit in judgment upon 
rights of individuals and render decisions which become 
the law of the land. The awards of such a tribunal will 
be final, and its decisions duly codified will become the 
accepted law of nations. Let the newspapers of this 
nation consider this question in earnest, and the Press 
will be reénforced by every minister of the gospel, 
by every teacher of the young and by every mother in 
the land. Then, instead of battle flags and war drums, 
silent tombs and enduring pension rolls, we shall build 
an altar where love and fraternity will kindle a peace 
as undying as “ Persia’s fabled fires.” 


DESTROY THE TEMPLE OF MARS. 


The Press should await no psychological moment. 
No miracle will occur. The sun will never again 
stand still on Gibeon, nor the moon in the valley of 
Ajalon. We should go forth by the light we have 
and the homely weapons at hand—those twin agencies, 
love and fraternity, which God gave to the world in 
the infancy of the universe. No great deed is ever 
performed by waiting. Everything is accomplished 
by action. Inertia is more than negative; it is neutral. 
Evolution is progress, and progress never stands still. 
When Christ struck the sword from the hand of Peter 
he doubtless meant, “ Thou shalt shed no blood, but go 
forth and teach the gospel of love among all nations.” 
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Before the Press of the world stands this great op- 
portunity. Indeed, the Press is face to face with a 
serious duty. Public sentiment is the sleeping giant 
and needs only to be aroused. 

Like Samson in the presence of his enemies, the 
Press can bring down the Temple of Mars and “ Let 
the bugle sound the truce of God to the whole world 


forever.” 
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